Seat Belts and Suppiemental
Restraint System (SRS)

Your vehicle is equipped with seat
belts for all seats, emergency ten-
sioning retractors for the front
seats, airbags and knee bolsters
for driver and front passenger.

Seat Belts
Imporiant!

Laws in most siates and all
Canadian provinces require seat
belt use.

All states and provinces require
use of child restraints that comply
with U.S. Federal Motar Vehicle
Safety Standard 213 and Cana-
dian Motor Vehicle Safety Stand-
ard 213.1.

We strongly recommend their use.

Warning!

Never ride in a moving vehicle
with the seat back reclined.
Sitting in an excessively re-
clined position can be dang-
erous. You could slide under
the seat belt in a collision, If
you slide under it, the belt
would apply force at the ab-
domen or neck. That could
cause serious or even fatal
injuries. The seat back and
seat helts provide the best
restraint when the wearer is in
an upright position and belts
are properly positioned on the
body.

Seat Belt Warning System

With the key in steering lock
position 2, an audible warning
sounds for a short time if the
driver's seat belt is not fastened.

When someone enters the car
(front) the reminder lamp, located
helow the front interior/reading
lamp, flashes for a short tims to
remind all occupants to fasten
seat belts.

Warning!

If you are ever in an accident,
your injuries can be consider-
ably mcre severe without your
seat belt properly buckled.
Without your seat belt buck-
led, you can hit the interior of
the vehicle or be ejected from
it. You can be seriously in-
jured or Killed.

In the same crash, the pos-
sibility for injury or death is
lessened with your seat beit
buckled.
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1 Latch plate
2 Buckie
3 Release button
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Fastening

Pull belt with latch plate (1) across
shoulder and lap so that the lap
belt is positioned as low as pos-
sible on your hips and not across
the abdomen. Do not twist the
belt. For safety reascns, avoid ad-
justing the seat or seat back into
positions which could aifect the
correct seat belt position,

Push latch plate {1} into buckle {2)
until it clicks.

Sedan

Adjust front seat belts so the
upper bell is located as close as
possibie to the middle of the
shoulder (it should not touch the
neck). For this purpose, push but-
ton (4) and raisse or lower belt out-
iet (3 positions).

The shoulder portion of the seat
belt must be pulled snug and
checked for snugness immeadiate-
ly after engaging it and during
driving. Tighten the lap portion to
a snug fit by pulling shouider
portion up.



Coupé

When the respective door is
closed and the key is in steering
lock position 2, the seat belt ex-
tender brings the belt forward
within easy reach of the occupant.

The seat belt extender returns to
its rest position when the seat belt
is buckled or when resistance to
its extension is encountered (e.g.,
accidental occupant contact).

If the seat belt is not buckied
within 30 seconds, the seat hslt
extender will return to its rest
position.

This is also the case if the key is
turned to steering lock position 1
or 0 or if the door is opened.

Emergency operation;

If the electrical system fails, the
extender arm and belt can be
manually pushed back into their
rest position.

The shoulder portion of the seat
belt must be pulled snug and
checked for snugness immediate-
ly after engaging it and during
driving. Tighten the lap portion to
a snug fit by pulling shoulder
portion up.

The swivel fitting (mounted on the
lower anchorln% point to facilitate
entering the vehicle} must point
forward when fastening the seat
belt.

The pivot plate must face to the
rear with the seat beit extender in
the retracted position.

Unfastening

Push in the red button (3) in the
belt buckle (2).

Allow the retractor to completely
rewind the seat belt by guiding the
tatch plate (1).
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Operation:

The inertia reel stops the belt from
unwinding during sudden vehicle
stops or when quickly pulling on
the beilt.

The locking function of the reel
may be checked by quickly pulling
out the belt.

The emergency tensioning retrac-
tors tighten the fastened front seat
belts during frontal and front-
angled impacts exceeding the first
threshold of the SRS (see

page 42).
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Lap belt for center seating posmon =

of the rear seat

Pull belt with latch plate (1} over
lap so that the belt is positioned
as low as possihle on your hips
and not across the abdomen.
Push latch plate (1) into buckle (2)
until it clicks. Do not twist the belt
but keep it tight.

To tighten the belt: With the 1atch
plate engaged, pull the loose end
of the belt.

To lengthen the belt: With the belt
unfastened, turn the latch plate so
that it is a little more than 90°
perpendicular to the belt, then
extend the belt, Fasten the belt
and tighten as stated above.

To disengage the belt, push red
button (3} in the buckle.

If the center seat is not occupied,
the belt buckle and rolled-up seat
belt can ke stored in the space
next to the rear arm rest {to the
left or right of arm rest).



Warning!
e Each occupant should wear

their seat helt at all times.
Together with the "SRS”
{airbags, ETR’S and knee
bolsters for driver and front
passenger), the seat belt
offers the best conditions
for protection of the body in
case of major frontal im-
pact.

Never wear the shoulder
belt under your arm, against
your neck or off your shoul-
der. In a crash, your body
would rmove too far forward.
That would increase the
chance of head and neck
injuries. The belt would also
apply too much force to the
ribs, this could severely in-
jure internal organs such as
your liver or spleen. Posi-
tion the lap belt as low as
possible on your hips and
not across the abdomen. If
the belt is positioned across
your abdomen, it could
cause serious injuries in a
crash.

¢ |mpropetiy positioned seat

belts do not provide maxi-
mum protection and may
cause serious injuries in
case of an accident.

According to accident sta-
tistics, children are safer
when properly restrained in
the rear seating positions
than in the front seating
positions.

Infants and smali children
must be seated in an infant
or child restraint system,
which is properly secured
by a lap belt or lap belt
portion of a lap-shoulder
belt. Children couid be en-
dangered in an accident if
their child restraints are not
properly secured in the
vehicle.

Children too big for child re-
straint systems should ride
in rear seats using regular
seat belts. Position shoulder
belt across the chest and
shoulder, not the face or
neck. A booster seat may
be necessary to achieve
proper belt positioning.

¢ Adjust the passenger seat
as far as possible rearward
from the dashboard, es-
pecially if a child restraint is
installed.

® Each seat belt should never
be used for more than one
person at a time.

¢ Belts should not be worn
twisted. In a crash, you
wouldn’t have the full width
of the belt to take impact
torces. The twisted belt
against your body couid
cause injuries.

¢ Pregnant women should
also use a lap-shoulder belt.
The lap belt portion should
be positioned as low as
possible on the hips to
avoid any pessible pres-

sure on the abdomen,

For cleaning and care of the seat
belts, see page 7.
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SUPPLEMENTAL RESTRAINT
SYSTEM (SRS)

The SRS uses two crash severity
levels (thresholds) to aclivale
either the ETR or airbag or both.
Activation depends on exceeding
the threshelds and fastening of the
seat belt.

Seat belt fastened

e first threshold exceeded:
ETR activates

® second threshold exceeded:
airbag also activates
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Seat belt not fastened

« f{irst threshold exceecled:
airbag activates, bui not ETR

Criver and front passenger
systems operate independently
from each other.

Emergency Tensioning
Retractor (ETR)

The seat belts for the front seats
are equipped with emergency
tensioning retractors. These ten-
stoning retractors are located in
each belt's inertia reel and be-

come operationally ready with the

key in steering lock position 1
or 2.

The emergency tensioning re-
tractors are designed to activate
only wnen the seat belts are

In cases of other frontal impacts,
roll-overs, certain side impacts,
rear collisions, or other accidents
without frontal forces, the emer-
gency tensioning retractors will not
be activated. Thea driver and
passengers will then be protected
by the fastened seat bealts and
inertia reel in the usual manner.

For seat belt and emergency
tansicning retractor safety
guidelines, see page 46.

fastenad during frontal and frant-
angied impacts exceeding the first
threshold of the SRS. They re-
move slack from the belts in such
a way that the seat belts fit more
snugly against the body restricting
its forward movement as much as
possible.



PBE-LL0T-BLt

Airbags

The most effective occupant re-
straint systam yet developed for
use in production vehicles is the
thrae point seat belt. In some
cases, however, the protective
affect of seat belts can be further
enhanced by an airbag.

The driver airbag (1) is located in
the steering whesel hub, the front
passenger airbag (3) is located in
the dashboard ahead of the front
passenger and, in conjunction with
wearing the seat belts with emer-
gency tensioning retractors (4),
they provide increased protection
for' the driver and front passenger.

The operational readiness of the
airbag systemn is verified by the
indicator lamp "SRS” {2) in the
instrument cluster. If no fault is
detected, the lamp will go out after
approximately 4 seconds; after the
lamp goes out, the system contin-
ues to monitor the components
and circuitry of the airbag system
and will indicate a malfunction by
coming on again.
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The foliowing sysiem components
are monitored or undergo a self-
check: crash-sensor, airbag igni-
tion circuit, driver and front pas-
senger seat belt bucklss. Initially,
when the key is turned from steer-
ing lock position 0 to positions 1
or 2, malfunctions in the crash-
sensor are detacted and indicated
{the "SAS" indicator lamp stays
on longer than 4 seconds}.

In the operational mode, after the
indicator lamp has gone out
following the initial check, inter-
ruptions and short circuits in the
airbag ignition circuit and in the
driver and front passenger seat
helt buckle harnesses, and low
voltage in the entire system ars
detected and indicated.

In the event a malfunction of the
"SRS” is indicated as oullined
above, the "SRS” may not be
cperaticnal. We strongly re-
commend that you visit an
authorized MERCEDES-BENZ
dealer immediately to have the
system checked; otherwise the
"SRS"” may not be activated when
needed.
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Important!

The airbags are designed to
activate only in certain frontal
and front-angled impacts (within
the shaded area as shown in
the illustration on page 42).
Only during these types of
impacts will they provide their
supplemental protection. The
driver and front passenger
should always wear the seat
belt, otherwise it is not possible
for the airbags to provide their
intended protection.

In cases of other frontal impacts,
roll-overs, certain side impacts,

rear collisions, or other accidents
without frontal fcrces, the airbags
will not be activated. The driver

and passengers will then be pro-
tected by the fastened seat bells.

Important!

The "SRS” is designed to re-
duce the potential of injury in
certain frontal and front-angled
impacts which may cause in-
juries, howsever, no system
availabie today can totaily
eliminate injuries and fatalities.

The activation of the "SRS”
temporarily releases a small
amount of dust from the air-
bags. This dust, however, is
neither injurious to your heaith,
nor does it indicate a fire in the
vehicle.

The service life of the airbags
extends to the date indicated on
the label located on the driver-
side door latch post. To provide
continued reliability after that
date, they should be inspected
by an authorized MERCEDES-
BENZ dealer at that time and
replaced when necessary.



Warnhing!

It is very important for your
safety to be in a proper seat-
ing position.

For maximum protection in the
event of a collision always ride
in an upright position with
your back against the seat
back. Fasten your seat belt
and ensure that it is properly
positioned on the body.

Since the airbag must inflate
with considerable speed and
force, a proper seating posi-
tion will keep you a safe
distance from the airbag:

# Sit properly beited in an
upright position with your

back against the seat back.

¢ Do not lean with your head
or chest to the steering
wheel or dashboard.

& Adjust the passenger seat
as far as possible rearward
from the dashhoard, espe-
cially if a child restraint is
installed.

e Infants and small children
should only be seated in a
rear seat and be properly
secured using a child or
infant safety seat/restraint
system.

Failure to follow these in-
structions ¢an result in severe
injuries to you or other occu-
pants.
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Safety Guidelines for the Seat
Belt, Emergency Tensioning
Retractor and Alrbag

Warning!
¢ Damaged belts or belts that

were highly stressed in an
accident must be replaced
and their anchoring points
must also be checked. Use
only belts installed or
supplied by an authorized
MERCEDES-BENZ dealer.

Do not pass beits over
sharp edges.

Do not make any modifica-
tion that could change the
effectiveness of the belts.

The”SRS” is designed to
tfuncticn on a one-time-only
basis. An airbag ¢r emer-
ency tensioning retractor
ETR) that was activated
must be replaced.

® No modifications of any

kind may be made to any
components or wiring of the
"SRS”. This includes the
installation of additional trim
material, badges, etc. over
the steering wheel hub or
front passenger airbag
cover and installation of
additional electrical/elec-
tronic equipment on or near
"SRS” components and
wiring.

Several airbag system com-
ponents at the steering
wheel get hot after the air-
bag has inflated. Don’t try to
touch them.

Improper work on the sys-
tem, including incorrect
instaliation and remeoval,
can lead to possibie injury
through an uncontrolled
activation of the "SRS”,

¢ In addition, through im-
proper work there is the
risk of rendering the "SRS”
inoperative, Work on the
8RS” must therefore only
be performed by an author-
ized MERCEDES-BENZ
dealer.

® When scrapping the airbag
unit or emergency tension-
ing retractor, it is mandatory
to follow our safety instruc-
tions. These instructions
are available at your author-
izedd MERCEDES-BENZ

dealer.

When you ssll the vehicle we
strengly urge you to give natice to
the subsequent owner that it is
equipped with an "SRS” by alert-
ing him to the applicable section
in the Owner’s Manual,




infant and Child Restraint
Systems

We recommend that ali infants
and children be restrained at all
times while the vehicle ts in mo-
tiorn.

Important!

The use of infant or child.re-
straints is required by law in all
50 states and all Canadian pro-
vinces.

Infants and small children should
he seated in an infant or child
restraint system, which is properly
secured by a lap belt or lap belt
portion of a iap-shoulder belt, and
that complies with U.S. Federal
Motar Vehicle Safety Standard
213 and Canadian Motor Vehicle
Safety Standard 213.1.

A statement by the child restraint
manufacturer of compliance with
this standard can be found on the
instruction label on the restraint
and in the instruction manual
pravided with the restraint.

When using any infant or child
restraint system, be sure to care-
fully read and foliow all manu-
facturer’s instructions for in-
stallation and use.

Warning!

| When the child restraint 1s not

in use, remove it from the car
or secure it with the seat belt
to prevent the child restraint
from becoming a projectile in
the event of an accident.

Infants and small children
should never be held on the
lap while the vehicle is in mo-
tion. During an accident they
would be almost impossible to
hold, and could be crushed
between the adult and the
dashboard.

Infants and small children
shouid never share a seat belt
with another occupant. During
an accident, they could be
crushed between the occu-
pant and seat belt.

According to accident statis-
tics, children are safer when
properly restrained in the rear
seating positions than in the
front seating positions.

Children too big for chiid re-
straint systems should ride in
rear seats using regular seat
balts. Position shoulder belt
across the chest and shoul-
der, not the face or neck. A
booster seat may be neces-
sary to achieve proper belt
positioning.

U.S5.A. Models only

Since 1986 all child restraints
comply with U.S. regulations (or
FMVSS 213} without the use of a
tether strap.
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Canada Models only

This vehicle can bs equipped with
tether anchorages for use with
child restraints that have a top
tether strap. Consult your
authorized MERCEDES-BENZ
dealer for the exact locations of
these anchorages.

In compiiance with Canadian
Motor Viehicle Safety Standard
210.1, child restraint tether an-
chorage hardware is attached to
the tool kit located in tha trunk.
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